
Butterworths e-commerce and IT Law Handbook, 5th Edition 67

Butterworths e-commerce and IT Law 
Handbook, 5th Edition

Daniel Hopkina

(a) Moorcrofts LLP 

DOI: 10.5033/ifosslr.v2i1.33

Keywords
Law; information technology; Free and Open Source Software

Info
This item is part of the Book Reviews section of IFOSS L. Rev. For 
more information, please consult the relevant section policies 
statement.

Retailing  at  £125 and  consisting  entirely  of  legislation  which  is  freely  available  online  -  for  
example at the UK OPSI's Statute Law Database1 and EUR-LEX2 - some might say this book is a 
waste of trees (whether it's printed on paper from sustainable sources isn't immediately clear). It  
has  its  uses,  though.  For  example,  there  is  currently  no  free  way  of  obtaining  access  to 
consolidated versions of UK statutory instruments (SIs, a form of subordinate legislation). The 
OPSI Statute Law Database updates Acts of Parliament (eventually) but not SIs at present, which 
means that if you want to look at, say, the Consumer Protection (Distance Selling) Regulations  
2000 - a key piece of legislation for anyone selling goods or service online - you also have to look  
at  the Consumer Protection (Distance Selling) (Amendment) Regulations 2005, as well as two 
other SIs - or pay the subscription for an online service such as Westlaw or LexisNexis.  The 
alternative is to buy this book. In 2,000 pages it covers about 170 separate pieces of legislation, 
plus things like the domain name dispute policies for .eu, ICANN and Nominet. It doesn't contain 
common free software licences, though. Adding a few of those would make this an even more 
useful book for the IT lawyer.

1 http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/  
2 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/  
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